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July 25, 2011

BG Schools launching pilot, full-day kindergarten program this fall
Full-day kindergarten is coming to the Battle Ground School District this fall in a pilot, tuition-based program that could be expanded to other schools in subsequent years.
Maple Grove Primary School, 610A SE Eaton Blvd. (aka NE 199th Street) will host this initial effort with two full-day kindergarten classes taught by Sue Hill and Katie Paulson. Traditional half-day kindergarten will continue to be offered at Maple Grove as well.

“We’re very excited about having this program for Battle Ground Public Schools,” said Maple Grove Principal Barbara Baird. “Sue and Katie are both excellent teachers. We’re looking forward to having the students all day. We think the students will be socially and academically enriched and prepared to move on to first grade.” Maple Grove was selected as the pilot site because of space availability.

Quoting from a report by the non-profit educational research organization WestEd (www.wested.org), district administrators told the School Board “Full-day kindergarten can afford children the academic learning time needed to prepare for mastery of primary grade reading and math skills. In doing so, such programs help circumvent subsequent needs for remediation or grade retention.”

Across the nation full-day kindergartens are effective and increasingly popular. The U.S. Department of Education’s Education Resources Information Center has conducted studies of children who were in full-day programs and concluded “participation in all-day kindergarten was related positively to subsequent school performance.” (www.education.com/reference/article/Ref_Recent_Research_All)”
Tuition for the full-day kindergarten is $300 a month ($2,900/year) with a $200 deposit that will be applied toward the June 2012 charge.
Jill Smith, PhD, the executive director of the district’s Teaching and Learning Department, said there is room for 24 students in each of the two classrooms and, “we expect to fill all the slots.”

If children living in the Maple Grove attendance area do not take all 48 slots in the two rooms, enrollment will be open to students in other parts of the Battle Ground district, although those families would have to provide their own transportation to the school. The school day for all of Maple Grove Primary will be 9:10 a.m. to 3:40 p.m.
“If this pilot is successful this coming year, we will look into expanding tuition-based, full-day kindergarten to other schools,” Smith said.

The Maple Grove Primary School office (360) 885-6750) is closed until Aug. 15. Until then, enrollment inquiries may be made to Diane Mason in the Learning Support Programs office, (360) 885-6592. 

# # # # #
MEDIA ONLY, NOT FOR PUBLICATION: Maple Grove Primary School Principal Barbara Baird is in and out of the office between now and mid-August. Her direct number is 885-6751.  

The Battle Ground School District provides equal opportunity in programs and employment and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin/language, creed/religion, sex, sexual orientation-including gender identity, disability, or the use of a service animal by a person with a disability, age, marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status and HIV/Hepatitis C status.  Diana Gilsinger, Marcia Christian and Jane Mercier are designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination. They can be reached as follows: Maria Christian, Title IX Sexual Harassment Coordinator, 360-885-5415, christian.marcia@bgsd.k12.wa.us; Diana Gilsinger, Deputy Superintendent, 360.885.5338, gilsinger.diana@bgsd.k12.wa.us; Jane Mercier, Section 504/ADA Coordinator 360.885.5318, mercier.jane@bgsd.k12.wa.us; or a letter may be submitted to the designated coordinator at the Battle Ground School District, PO Box 200, Battle Ground, WA 98604.
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