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Stranger’s donation kicks off
fund drive for Daybreak band

F

Left: Daybreak Middle School band at Portland Junior Rose Parade last June, with
“new” uniforms that had just been purchased from Mercer Island High School and still
carried the old insignias. Right: Daybreak seventh graders Jessie Wiseman, left, and
Briana Robbins display the uniform overlays, one with the Mercer Island identifier and
one with new Daybreak Dragons patches, which cost $30.

Daybreak Middle School music teacher and band director George 1zzett
had no idea why someone named Bruce Florsheim of Mercer Island,
Wash., was writing him. But when he opened the envelope last week he
found a clipping of a recent story from The Mercer Island Reporter
newspaper, plus a note from Florsheim and a check for $350.

The note said: “Your band looks great. Here’s a contribution for your
uniform fund. Use it to help pay Mercer Island (High School) or to add
patches or new lettering ... All the best! Bruce Florsheim”

The newspaper story reported that the Mercer Island High School band



had new band uniforms and sold its old ones to Daybreak Middle School
(DBM) in Battle Ground, which opened in 2007. Daybreak’s band
“uniforms” had consisted of the students” own T-shirts and dark pants.

Izzett says the price for the Mercer Island uniforms was ridiculously low:
150 uniforms with hats for $1,400. Today, a single complete new uniform
would cost at least $350, Izzett says.

The Daybreak Band Boosters have raised $700 of the $1,400 so far.

But, there’s still the matter of the white overlays with “Mercer Island” on
the back.

The uniforms arrived just a few days before the band’s appearance in the
Portland Junior Rose Parade last June, in which Daybreak won first place
among bands with 99 or fewer members. (Battle Ground’s Pleasant Valley
Middle School won first among bands with 100 or more members and

Chief Umtuch Middle was third in that division.)

New overlays would be about $90 each, but patches with the Daybreak
identification for the back would be just $30 for each overlay, so that’s what

they’re buying. The plan is to leave the M I on the front because it also can
be read as “I M” and band members will chant, “I AM Daybreak”

The unsolicited check from Florseheim amounted to an unplanned kick-off
to the fund drive for the patches. The initial goal, Izzett said, is $2,400 to

buy 80. Donations may be made out to “Daybreak Band Boosters” and sent
to George Izzett, Daybreak Middle School, PO Box 200, Battle Ground WA
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The Battle Ground School District provides equal opportunity in programs and employment and does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin/language, creed/religion, sex, sexual orientation-including gender identity, disability, or the
use of a service animal by a person with a disability, age, marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status and
HIV/Hepatitis C status. Diana Gilsinger, Marcia Christian and Jane Mercier are designated to handle questions and complaints of
alleged discrimination. They can be reached as follows: Maria Christian, Title IX Sexual Harassment Coordinator, 360-885-5415,
christian.marcia@bgsd.k12.wa.us; Diana Gilsinger, Deputy Superintendent, 360.885.5338, gilsinger.diana@bgsd.k12.wa.us; Jane
Mercier, Section 504/ADA Coordinator 360.885.5318, mercier.jane@bgsd.k12.wa.us; or a letter may be submitted to the
designated coordinator at the Battle Ground School District, PO Box 200, Battle Ground, WA 98604.

2



