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				 Fire Training Puts Old School to Good Use


The Clark County Training Division, which services Clark County Fire & Rescue, Clark County Fire District 6 and the Vancouver Fire Department, will use Battle Ground’s old Central school on North Parkway, one block north of Main Street, for a two-week training period that will begin November 25th. The school, which is slated to be demolished, provides a unique opportunity for firefighters to train in real-life scenarios under a somewhat controlled environment. Firefighters will practice locating victims and extricating them from a blaze; forcing entry through doors and windows; cutting holes in the roof to ventilate heat and smoke; and putting out fire. Between 200 and 250 firefighters from across Clark County will participate in the training, which is scheduled for 9:00 am to 9:00 pm each day beginning November 25th through December 9th. 

“When the Battle Ground School District offered the school for a controlled burn site as a way to save tax dollars, we jumped right on it,” said Training Division Chief Mike Ciraulo. “This sort of hands-on training is essential to the safety of our firefighters and community.” 

With the exception of burning the building on Saturday, December 10th, most of the training should have little effect on the community. During the training period leading up to December 10th, people should expect noise from chainsaws and other tools; light smoke (fake, non-toxic) coming from the building; and emergency vehicles in the area. On December 10th, beginning at 9:00am, firefighters will set small controlled fires inside the building for training purposes, and at approximately 2:00pm, the building will be burned to the ground (the walls may remain standing for several days after the fire until demolition crews can safely knock them down). This will be a large fire, but should  have minimal impact on area traffic, so, there are no scheduled road closures. The public is invited to watch the burn from the Battle Ground High School parking lot off of Parkway, on the south side of Central school.

The Clark County Training Division will be working closely with the Battle Ground School District to protect the trees located on the eastside of the property and salvage bricks that will be made available to the public through the School District. 



For Further Information Contact:  

	Page 1 of 2

Dawn Johnson
Public Information Officer
Cell: (360) 356-6040, Media Pager: (360) 418-5042
Dawn.Johnson@ccfd6.org
image4.png




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
DISTRICT
- RESCUE - EMS




image3.jpeg




