
 

Battle Ground Public Schools 

Press Release 

Director of Communications: Gregg Herrington, (360) 885-5337 
PO Box 200 • Battle Ground, WA 98604-0200  •  Office Location: 11104 NE 149th Street • Brush Prairie, WA 

District Switchboard:  (360) 885-5300 

 
 
Dec. 15, 2011 

 

 

Christmas-season boxes bound for troops 

in Afghanistan and needy local families 
 

 

   
Left: Ashton Daniels, left, and Erin Brady, fourth graders at Maple Grove Primary, pack boxes 

destined for troops in Afghanistan. Right: BGHS students, from left, Jacob Wedin, Nicole Boes 

and Liz Moore pack boxes with food collected at BG schools for distribution to local families. 

 

Maple Grove Primary School students the week of Dec. 12 packed boxes filled 

with gifts and letters of thanks for U.S. troops in Afghanistan while, across town, 

Battle Ground High School students packed Christmas food boxes for local 

families. 
 

For the troops -- The Maple Grove boxes contain candy, snack items such as 

pepperoni, toiletries, toys for the troops to give Afghan children, and, perhaps most 

important, hand-written letters of thanks and encouragement from Maple Grove 

students of all grade levels. 
 

Becky Blick, the school’s media technician, said the items were purchased and 

donated by faculty, staff and parents. The boxes are destined for 50 – 60 troops 

total in four different units serving in Afghanistan, she said.  
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For local families -- Meanwhile at the Battle Ground Community Center, adult 

volunteers and students from Battle Ground High packed 210 food boxes for local 

families. John Idsinga, who coordinated the program, said each box contained 70 

pounds of canned goods, 11 pounds of dried goods such as pasta and cereal, brown 

sugar, a gallon of milk, a 14-16 pound turkey, butter and cheese. 
 

The nonperishables were collected during food drives at the district’s 20 schools. 

Perishables were purchased with local donations, Idsinga said. The food boxes 

were to be distributed to families on Saturday, Dec. 17, at the Community Center. 
 

“We don’t want anyone going hungry,” said Idsinga, who is also president of the 

School Board and the North County Community Food Bank. The food bank is to 

get any food that remains after the distribution on Dec. 17.  

 

 

  
Left: Maple Grove Primary students write letters to troops in Afghanistan. Right:Vitaliy 

Gula, on left, agriculture teacher and FFA advisor Annette Weeks, and Roman Paliy, all 

of Battle Ground High, pack food boxes at Community Center for Dec. 17 distribution. 
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The Battle Ground School District provides equal opportunity in programs and employment and does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin/language, creed/religion, sex, sexual orientation-including gender identity, disability, or the use of a 
service animal by a person with a disability, age, marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status, HIV/Hepatitis C 
status and provides equal access to designated youth groups. Marcia Christian, Diana Gilsinger and Jane Mercier have been 

designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination. They can be reached as follows: Marcia Christian, Title IX 
Sexual Harassment Coordinator, 360.885.5415, christian.marcia@bgsd.k12.wa.us; Diana Gilsinger, Deputy Superintendent 

360.885.5338, gilsinger.diana@bgsd.k12.wa.us; Jane Mercier, Section 504/ADA Coordinator 360.885.5318, 
mercier.jane@bgsd.k12.wa.us; or a letter may be submitted to the designated coordinator at the Battle Ground School District, PO 

Box 200, Battle Ground, WA 98604 


