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More BG Schools’
HIGHLIGHTS

Alternatives (WALA) STARS state
leadership team. They planned and
facilitated a fall statewide leader-
ship conference, a Legislative Day,
and spoke at two statewide educa-
tors’ conferences.

Thirteen middle and high school
students participated in the WALA
STARS Legislative Day on Feb. 6.
They met with ten legislators and
discussed educational issues.

Three students and their teachers
traveled to Seattle in January to
participate in the Washington State
Future City Competition.

The Associated Student Body
began coordinating monthly com-
munity service projects, including
assembling food boxes for the
Salvation Army.

Eight HomeLink River teachers
were recognized by the National
Board of Professional Teaching
Standards for reaching the standard
for national board certification.

HomeLink River was designated
as a 2008 School of Distinction by
the state Office of Superintendent
of Public Instruction. It recognized
the top 5% of schools that demon-
strated continuous improvement
in math and reading WASL scores
over the past six years.

§kac

The early hour doesn’'t dampen the enthusiasm for these third and

e Intramurals reinstituted - Intra-
murals, which include all sorts of
activities and enriching courses
two days a week after school are
back. Maple Grove Middle School
has played Tukes Valley Middle
School in Volleyball and Chief
Umtuch Middle School in basket-
ball. The kids really enjoy it!

Peer mediation — students helping
students solve conflicts. Often,
students listen to their peers more
than to adults.

Community garden — A plan to
offer two leadership/gardening
enhancement classes taught b
volunteer experts. Gardens are a
great way to teach science, math,
etc. in a hands-on way.

CATS, etc. — CATS is Cooperate
with others, Act responsibly, Treat
everyone with respect and Strive
for excellence. Students who go
above and beyond the ordinary
call of duty in exhibiting these
qualities are recognized by staff
with Wildcat Pride Cards. Those
can lead to a prize, which might
be a ping-pong match against the
principal!

Community Service — A new form
of discipline for certain infractions,
if the student and the parents

fourth graders at Maple Grove Primary School who arrive early on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for the six-week Extended Day Program
to work on reading skills. They are, from left, Justice RedThunder,
Nataliya Boychenko, Sofiya Prudnikova, teacher Jan Cameron, and

Tamar Griffis.

Maple Grove Primary

610 A S.W. Eaton Blvd.

(effective March 25, replacing
12500 N.E. 199th St.)

Principal, Barbara Baird
www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/OurSchools/
maplegrovemiddle.html

* With new principal Barbara Baird
at the helm, Maple Grove Primary
School has an at-home reading
program called MGP Pioneer
Reading Trail, which involves
reading at home and reading time
going toward a class goal.

Maple Grove Primary offered a
six-week extended-day reading
program for third and fourth
grade students in need of extra
help. These students arrived at
school 45 minutes early two days
a week and worked with desig-
nated teachers.

Teachers have worked with their
peers in looking at student data
and how to improve student learn-
ing. The staff and administration
are implementing Professional
Learning Communities.

Maple Grove offers Little Pio-
neers for preschool students and
parents. This is an evening event
that will be offered three times
this spring for students starting
kindergarten in the fall at Maple
Grove Primary.

The school has a backpack pro-
gram funded through the North
County Food Bank and a grant
from St. Andrew’s Lutheran
Church. The money provides food
for students in need over week-
ends. The school also had a grant
from the Lewis River Rotary Club
to buy clothing for students.

Maple Grove Middle

610 B S.W. Eaton Blvd.

(effective March 25, replacing
12500 N.E. 199th St.)

Principal, Bill Penrose
www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/OurSchools/
maplegrovemiddle.html

agree, is community service. For
example, one student served at a
senior citizen center reading to the
seniors, playing cards with them,
and helping the activities director.
The seniors enjoyed the student’s
energy, and the student learned
more about senior citizens” unique
needs and contributions.

Pleasant Valley Primary

14320 N.E. 50th Ave. Vancouver
Principal, Missy Mitchell
www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/OurSchools/
pleasantvalleyprimary.html

e Principal Missy Mitchell and her
husband Jamey are proud parents
of Jake Thomas Mitchell, born
March 5 and weighing in at §
pounds, 9 ounces and measuring
20 one-quarter inches. Until she
returns to school in mid-May,
assistant principal Nealane Riem
will be acting as principal and
administrative intern Michelle
Reinhardt will be helping out at
both Pleasant Valley schools.

Kindergarten through fourth grade
students have been practicing their
narrative and expository writing
skills each quarter since the spring
of 2008. All students receive the
same prompt and complete the
entire writing process on their
own! “Writing to a prompt is a
learned skill,” says Principal Missy
Mitchell. “Students are excelling at
all levels as they build their experi-
ence and confidence with our PVP
Write Days, just as a long distance
runner would build up to a long
run! Families have shared that sib-
lings often discuss the experience
over dinner.”

* To support students and teach-
ers with the writing process, our
intervention specialist supports
all classes with writing lessons
designed to provide students
a seamless writing experience.
These lessons are modified for the
different grades. A recent lesson
included adding and subtracting

Play-Dough to illustrate how edit-
ing can improve writing.

All grade levels are routinely
assessing readers and forming
small groups to meet each learner’s
need, from struggling students
to the highly capable. This is a
product of monthly collaboration
among all the instructors and
administrators who work with our
learners.

Students participate in after-school
activities such as Chess Club,
Spanish Club, a talent show and
KidzArt, all from the dedication of
our wonderful PTA. Additionally,
the school has a Unicycle Club,
directed by teacher Paul White.
It performs throughout the com-
munity (and recently before the
School Board). Another activity is
the Glee Club, directed by music
teacher Jim Scheurman, which
performs locally.

Pleasant Valley Middle

14320 N.E. 50th Ave., Vancouver
Principal, Ward Holcomb
www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/OurSchools/
pleasantvalleyintermed.html

e Teacher Rene Soohoo, who has
been coaching young Pleasant
Valley “historians,” accompanied
her team of a half dozen to WSU --
Vancouver recently to participate in
National History Day competition.

Mark Carter, a parent, hosted a
casino night at his home recently
for several Pleasant Valley parents,
raising $300 for the school. Princi-
pal Ward Holcomb said he will use
the money to help upgrade school
computers.

In late February, eighth graders
visited Olympia for a day to watch
the Washington Legislature in
action and tour the Capitol. They
also met with new state Rep. Tim
Probst, D-Vancouver.

Like other middle schools in the
district, Pleasant Valley has rein-
stituted an after-school intramural
program two days a week in which
students engage in any of several
activities, ranging from vigorous
sports events to cookie decorating.

The PTA is sponsoring a Learn to
Speak Spanish Club, with about 15
members. They meet once a week
under the direction of volunteer
Joy Kinkaid, a PTA mother.

As middle school marching bands
go, Pleasant Valley’s is recognized
as in the upper echelon. Select
band members are going to Seattle
this month to visit Paul Allen’s
“Experience  Music”  museum
and perform at some schools. The
marching band, directed by Evan
Irwin, will once again march in
the Hazel Dell Parade of Bands, on
May 16, and in the Portland Rose
Festival Junior Rose Parade on
June 3.

Prairie High School

11500 N.E. 117th Ave.

Principal, Jason Perrins
www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/OurSchools/
prairiehigh.html

* Rachel’s Challenge Club, advised
by counselor Chris Linquist, has
organized or helped in several
events for charity, including a toy
drive in which 300 toys were col-
lected and distributed to children
on Christmas Day. Other activities
include the “take a new student
to lunch” program and Rachel’s
Closet, which provides clothes for
students in need.

e The Prairie Debate club/Team
has enjoyed resurgence this year.
Twenty-five energetic and enthu-
siastic students have organized
under teacher Leah Zika to become
one of the top teams at state this
year.

® These machining students from
Prairie received awards at the
“Skills USA” regional competition
at Clark College on Feb. 7: Zach
Uskoski, Nick Pewo, Tyler Farrell
and Jordan Gooch-Hoppa, all in
machining. In technical draft-
ing, Brian Venturella and Austin
Grothe won awards. Both classes
are taught by Rob Smith. Counting
PHS and BGHS welding students,

2007-2008 Battle Ground Public Schools’
Report Card

This report is required by the federal No Child Left Behind
law. It covers activities, test scores, staff and student information
from the 2007-2008 academic year. It is accessible in full detail at the
Web site of the Washington State Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction at www.k12.wa.us. Then, click on “School Report
Card” on the right-hand side. In the search window at top right,
click “District” and type in “battle ground.”

the Battle Ground School District
had 11 award winners at the
competition.

The Health Services and Careers
Club is mounting the 30th blood
drive in PHS history. These twice-
yearly events typically have about
90 students donating blood to the
American Red Cross. The club has
been advised by Shari Pfeiffer for
its entire 15-years of existence.

LINK, in its second year, matches
about 40 juniors and seniors with
incoming freshmen. They meet
eight times during the year in
mentoring sessions and enjoy
occasional socials and an end-
of-the-year party. The program
helps freshmen get their bearings
in the new world of high school.
Heather Noreen developed and
coordinates LINK.

Summit View High

11104 N.E. 149th St.

Principal, Paul Bardzik
www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/OurSchools/
summitviewhigh.html

e In October 2008 Summit View, an
alternative high school, instituted
a free sack lunch program for all
students on Mondays and Tues-
days in response to the increased
number of needy students.

® SVHS continues to provide free
C-Tran bus passes to financially
needy students.

e In February, SVHS started a new
class to assist below-grade-level
students improve their math
skills.

* The Associated Student Body
of Summit View initiated a suc-
cessful winter clothing drive
beginning in January to collect
coats, jackets, sweaters, scarves,
mittens and hats for local families
through the Open House Minis-
tries in Vancouver.

e For the past several years the
ASB students have had an annual

www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/OurSchools/
tukesvalleyprimary.html

e To “inaugurate” the new Tukes
Valley Primary School, two miles
east of downtown Battle Ground,
the school held a family barbecue.
TVP brings students, mainly from
Maple Grove and Captain Strong
primary schools. TVP has created
it’s own Tukes Valley community
of students, staff and parents.

e TVP has created a focus on
learning communities for staff.
Respective grade levels collabo-
rate weekly.

e The staff emphasizes character
development. Students at each
grade level meet for 30 minutes
weekly with one of the adminis-
trators to focus on a trait such as
honesty, responsibility, persever-
ance, citizenship and respect.
Children’s literature is used to
demonstrate positive character
traits.

eIn the Peer Helper Program,
students in the adjacent Tukes
Valley Middle School assist in the
primary school classrooms.

¢ TVP has implemented the Tim-
bercubs kindergarten-readiness
program for preschoolers and
their parents.

Tukes Valley Middle

20601 N.E. 167 Ave.

Principal, Diana Harris
www.bgsd.k12.wa.us/OurSchools/
tukesvalleymiddle.html

e The new school launched an
Ambassadors ~ Program.  The
young ambassadors give campus
tours to families and introduce
new students to teachers, the
library, etc. and join new students
for lunch and at recess for a
week.

*The Peer Mediation Program
trains eighth graders to help stu-
dents work out conflicts, while
they are still relatively minor.

Tyler Farrell, a machining student at Prairie High School, was among
top place-finishers from Prairie and Battle Ground high schools in the
recent regional “Skills USA” competition at Clark College.

campus beautification project to
clean the campus, plant flowers,
pull weeds, and do other things
to improve the appearance of
the campus. This year, students
decided to focus instead on
keeping the campus clean. They
kicked off their campaign with a
campus clean-up day on Feb 2.

e Alsoin February, SVHS welcomed
a certificated math teacher, Peggy
Kirkman, who volunteers once
a week to work with students
needing extra help in math.

Tukes Valley Primary

20601 N.E. 167 Ave.
Principal, Laurie Sundby

® The Peer Helper Program matches
seventh and eighth graders with
students at Tukes Valley Primary
to help support student learning.

e Different “Friendship Groups”
of five to eight students each are
established each trimester for
students in grades 5-8. Parents
and teachers are also involved
in this popular program, which
teaches social skills such as
making friends and improving
communication.

® The Teen Living class is an elec-
tive for eighth graders, offering
them an opportunity to explore
study habits, communication
skills, stress and other topics.

The Battle Ground School District complies with all
federal and state laws and regulations and does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,
gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin
or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or
physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or ser-
vice animal by a person with a disability, age, familial
or marital status, and veteran status. This holds true
for all district employment, programs, activities and

opportunities. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or
grievance procedures should be directed to the school
district’s Title IX Sexual Harassment Officer, Mar-
cia Christian 360-885-5415; Title IX Equity Coor-
dinator, Pam Judd, 360-885-5395; Section 504/ADA
Coordinator, Jane Mercier, 360-885-5318; or submit-
ted in writing to the designated coordinator at PO Box
200, Battle Ground, WA 98604.
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Public invited
to ‘Coffee Talks’

Parents and the general
public are invited to any
of this school year’s three
remaining “Coffee Talk”
sessions with Superinten-
dent Shonny Bria.

Fourteen people
attended the first session
on March 4 at Daybreak
Primary  School.  They
asked questions and offered
opinions on such topics as
the highly capable students
program, math classes, the
ConnectEd  phone-calling
system, district finances and
state testing.

The next three “Coffee
Talks,” all from 9:30 to 11:00
am. will be: Wednesday,
April 8, Tukes Valley Middle
School; Wednesday, May 6,
Glenwood Heights Primary
School, and Wednesday,
June 3, Yacolt Primary
School. Coffee and pastry
will be provided.

“Courses”
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CTE”

Here are just a few of the
subject areas offered in CTE:

Business and Market-
ing; Family and Consumer
Sciences (interior design,
creative  cookery,  early
childhood education, etc.);
Horticulture and Agricul-
ture; Computer Technology,
including Web design and
Video Production; American
Sign  Language; Health
Sciences; Air Force Junior
ROTC; Automotive, Machin-
ing Technology; Welding,
and Fire Science.

Some of the programs
lead to internships. BGHS
senior Calvin Triffie, who
intends to become a regis-
tered nurse, had an intern-
ship at a Battle Ground clinic
and was subsequently hired.
He works 16 hours a week.

Dates to
Remember

® March 19 - Key Club talent
show, Prairie High School
(885-5000)

e March 20 -Maple Grove
schools’ bingo night and taco
feed, 6:30 p.m.

® March 24 — Challenge Games
of Clark County, 10 a.m., Prairie
High

® March 30 - April 3 - Spring
break

e April 20 - 24 - Kindergarten
registration at  respective
primary schools. Bring
immunization records and
birth certificate.

e April 30 - Spaghetti feed and
raffle, Yacolt Primary, 5:30 -
7:30 p.m.

e May 2 - Glenwood-Laurin
spaghetti feed and auction,
Laurin, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

e May 4-29 - Battle Ground
School District Art Show, Capt.
Strong Primary.

* May 16 - Hazel Dell Parade of
Bands

* May 19 - American Sign
Language variety show, Prairie
High

e May 18 - River HomeLink

fair, music and drama (Camas,
834-1000)

e May 25 -
holiday

® June 17 -- Last day of school
for Pleasant Valley, Laurin-

Memorial Day

Glenwood, Maple Grove
schools, Daybreak schools,
Prairie High.

* June 18 - Last day of school for
Yacolt, Amboy, Capt. Strong,
Chief Umtuch, Tukes Valley
schools, BGHS, all alternative
schools.

Frugality and tough decisions in hard times

By SHONNY BRIA

Superintendent,
Battle Ground Public Schools

To Members of Our
Community:

Our country is currently
in the grip of an economic
crisis that has permeated
all facets of our society. The
effects are inescapable and
each of us is concerned that a
recovery will not come soon
enough. The Battle Ground
School District also has been
impacted by the recession,
and district leaders must
make some hard decisions in
order to do what is absolutely
necessary to provide the best
education for our children.
Consequently, budget cuts are
unavoidable and the decisions
we make will undoubtedly
have an impact on every child,
employee and member of our
community.

Since October 2008 we
have conducted committee
meetings with vested groups
within the district to identify
current and future items that
might be eliminated from
the budget. All stakeholders
have been included in these
discussions so that they have
a hand in deciding what we
need to eliminate, suspend
or roll back. Our primary
guiding principle is to make

decisions that have the least
negative impact on student
learning.

Most hiring
put on “hold’

We have suspended the
hiring ofnewemployeesunless
it is necessary to meet legal
obligations. Additionally, we
are looking at ways to reduce
our maintenance, operations,
and transportation expenses.
In essence, we are looking at
every way possible to save
money while still maintaining
the high level of education to
which our community has
become accustomed. We can
do no less for our students.

We cannot make
significant ~ progress on
this matter until the state
Legislature determines how
much funding to provide our
schools. In addition, we must
incorporate into this process
any impact the national
stimulus  package  might
have on our operations. This
includes funding generated by
the federal government that
might have an impact on Title
(federal support for struggling
students from low-income
families), special education
and school construction. Once
we have this information, our
Board of Directors can move
forward and finalize the 2009-

BuMlns are c

Bu\ldms o .' ;

Battle Ground Superintendent Shonny Bria, here with Daybreak
Primary School kindergartner Adin Smith, says, “We are looking at
every way possible to save money while still maintaining the high level
of education to which our community has become accustomed. We

can do no less for our students.”

2010 budget.

Compared to the vast
majority of districts within
the state, Battle Ground has
operated with alean budget for
many years. As we go forward,
determined to have as little
negative impact on learning as
humanly possible, the Board’s
decisions will not be easy. The
Directors are acutely aware
that their actions might affect

many people. They also know
this financial crisis will not
last forever.

Our economy will recover.
As it does, state funding
for education will increase.
Those funds will be properly
incorporated into our budget
and all of the benefits will
be passed through to the
education of our children.

“Helping kids”
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and the U.S. In January of 2008,
for example, 32.7 percent of the
total enrollment in the Battle
Ground District -- exclusive
of alternative schools -- was
eligible for free and reduced-
price meals. By January 2009 it
had risen to 35.8 percent.

Principals’ funds

Another way Battle Ground
Public Schools is teaming with
parent groups and charitable
organizations to help students
is via special funds to meet
immediate needs. Under names,
such as “Principal’s Emergency
Fund,” they are quick and
efficient ways to get a warm
winter coat, a pair of shoes,
personal hygiene items or other
necessities into the hands of a
student or his family.

“I'm always on the lookout
for coats on sale,” says Missy

How to help

Donations of money,
household items, clothes,
non-perishable food or your
time -- as appropriate for each
group listed below -- will help
Battle Ground School District
students and families in this
difficult economic period.

Battle Ground Education
Foundation -- PO. Box

Mitchell. “Last vyear, three
siblings needed coats at the
same time. You should have
seen their faces light up when
they got them. TheyTe still
wearing them this year.”

“It’s not uncommon for me
to go to Fred Meyer to pick up a
pair of shoes or a coat with that
money,” says Mike Michaud,
assistant principal at Capt.
Strong Primary. In February he
supplied one student and his
parents with toothpaste, tooth
brushes, shampoo and other
items.

The Battle Ground
Education Foundation (BGEF)
is the chief source of money
in these accounts, thanks to

individual contributors and
organizations such as the
Lewis River Rotary Club.

The Community Foundation
of Southwest Washington is
another, having donated a
“Principal’sCheckbook”account
of between $275 and $350 to 11

2574, Battle Ground 98604.
Information: Linda Gellings,
885-5381.

North County
Community Food Bank -- 17
N.E. 3rd Ave., Battle Ground.
Mail: PO. Box 2106, Battle
Ground, 98604. Information:
687-5000, www.nccfoodbank.
com. Food donations also
may be left at any school in
the Battle Ground district.

Battle Ground schools.

Linda Gellings, the school
district’s liaison with the BGEF,
tells of the call she received in
the fall from a grandmother of
three siblings who are Battle
Ground School District students
in grades 2 through 5.

“She was living pretty
much on Social Security, and
all of a sudden she had three
children to care for,” Gellings
said. “They showed up with
no extra clothes or toys. She
was overwhelmed. She needed
immediate help. We got them
clothes, backpacks and other
necessities.”

The BGEF Needy Kids Fund
is often tapped for medical
supplies, too, including inhalers
for asthmatic children, dental
work and eyeglasses.

More ‘homeless’ kids

For school district
purposes, “homeless” defines
students who have moved in

Community Foundation
of Southwest Washington —
1053 Officers Row, Vancouver
98661. Information: 694-2550,
www.cfsww.org (Donations
possible online.)

PTAs, PTOs and booster
clubs -- Check withrespective
schools. See phone book or
www.bgsd.k12.wa.us and
click “Our Schools” tab.

with relatives, stay with friends
or in shelters or, in worst cases,
are literally living in the family
car or on the streets.

In February of last year, the
school district knew of 44 such
students. In February 2009, the
count was 104.

“I'm hearing more kids say
their parents are losing their
jobs or are afraid of losing their
house,” says Holly Smith, school
psychologist at Maple Grove
Primary.

As troubling as these
situations are, there has been a
positive side.

“What I've been impressed
with,” says counselor Bonnie
Roggenkamp, “is how the staffs
and teachers essentially gather
around these students to help
them be successful while they
are here.”

Parents can obtain a Free
and Reduced-Price school
meal benefit application
from their child’s school, or
it can be downloaded from
the District’s website (www.
bgsd.kl2wa.us and scroll
down about three-fourths of
the way to the heading “Free
and Reduced Meals.”).

On that application there is
also information about free
or low-cost health insurance
for Battle Ground School
District students.

‘Aspire’ program for highly capable students adds magnet schools

In making sure that highly
capable students in primary and
middle schools are intellectually
challenged and stimulated in
the class room, school districts
over the years have established a
variety of programs with names
such as Gifted and Talented,
Challenge and EXCEL. In Battle
Ground, it’s called “Aspire,”
and it offers something new
this year: an option of either the
traditional “cluster model” or the
district’s new “magnet model.”

Under the cluster model, a
small group of highly capable

students is assigned to a regular
classroom where the teacher is
trained to work with them. This
creates a classroom peer group
for the highly capable students
while allowing them to interact
with other students.

That system is continuing,
but a magnet-school option for
these gifted students has been
added, giving highly capable
students and their parents a
choice. In the magnet model,
students from across the district
are bused to the magnet schools;
they are in a class consisting

entirely  of
students.

The Aspire magnet schools
are centrally located in Battle
Ground. Captain Strong Primary
Schooland Chief UmtuchMiddle
School this year each has a multi-
age classroom for highly capable
Aspire  students.  Captain’s
third/fourth grade combination
class of Aspire students is taught
by Susan Crill. At the adjacent
Chief Umtuch Middle School,
Kristie Alexander teaches the
fiftth/sixth grade Aspire magnet
class.

highly capable

The magnet classes are
designed to provide students
with a challenging, accelerated,
integrated and enriched
curriculum in a class consisting
entirely of their peers, although
they mix with the other students
in the school at lunch, recess,
assemblies and other activities.

Battle Ground’s Aspire
program  will continue to
improve and expand. In the fall
of 2009, a seventh grade aspire
class will be added at the Chief
Umtuch magnet.



