
 

Battle Ground Public Schools 

Press Release 

Director of Communications: Gregg Herrington, (360) 885-5337 
PO Box 200 • Battle Ground, WA 98604-0200  •  Office Location: 11104 NE 149th Street • Brush Prairie, WA 

District Switchboard:  (360) 885-5300 
 
 

Oct. 4, 2011 
  

 

Online art museum honors 

Pleasant Valley Primary 

 

 

Pleasant Valley Primary School in the Battle Ground district ranked fifth in 
Washington last school year for “outstanding leadership in arts education” 
by Artsonia, an international online art museum. 
 
The award for the 2010-2011 school year went to Barbara Holterman, the 
school’s art teacher, for going “beyond the classroom walls to encourage 
family and community involvement in arts education,” Artsonia said in its 
announcement. “The award also recognizes significant achievement in the 
area of technology integration within the school arts program.” 

 

Artsonia, founded in 2000 and based in Gurnee, Ill., describes itself as “the 
world’s largest online kid’s art museum.” 

 

The rankings are based on several quantitative factors, including total 
number of artworks posted online, online comments about the school’s 
postings, artists’ statements and fan clubs. 
 

Holterman said, “It is my desire for my students to do their best work every day. 
Since implementing Artsonia I've seen improvement in craftsmanship as students 
take greater pride in their work knowing it will be published online.  My ultimate 

goal is that pride in ownership transfers to every aspect of their life. Another 
wonderful aspect of Artsonia is that all students have their own electronic 
portfolio that is updated yearly, keeping a record of their growth over time.” 

 

A second Battle Ground school is about to join the Artsonia family. Linda 
Peterson at Chief Umtuch Middle School, said, “We are very excited about 
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the young artists sharing their art works with family, community and 
young artists around the world.” 

 

The Artsonia Web address is www.artsonia.com. To go directly to the 
Washington state rankings for elementary schools in 2010-11, paste the 
following Web address in a browser’s Web-address window: 
http://www.artsonia.com/schools/rankings.asp?seg=0&cat=&country=98
&state=274&year=2010&school=77963 

 

Then, too see art work posted by Pleasant Valley Primary students last 
year, click on the school name and then on “View past exhibits.”  
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The Battle Ground School District provides equal opportunity in programs and employment and does not discriminate on the 

basis of race, color, national origin/language, creed/religion, sex, sexual orientation-including gender identity, disability, or the 

use of a service animal by a person with a disability, age, marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status and 

HIV/Hepatitis C status.  Diana Gilsinger, Marcia Christian and Jane Mercier are designated to handle questions and complaints of 

alleged discrimination. They can be reached as follows: Maria Christian, Title IX Sexual Harassment Coordinator, 360-885-5415, 

christian.marcia@bgsd.k12.wa.us; Diana Gilsinger, Deputy Superintendent, 360.885.5338, gilsinger.diana@bgsd.k12.wa.us; Jane 

Mercier, Section 504/ADA Coordinator 360.885.5318, mercier.jane@bgsd.k12.wa.us; or a letter may be submitted to the 

designated coordinator at the Battle Ground School District, PO Box 200, Battle Ground, WA 98604. 

 


